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SEPTEMBER 2018 

 

Principal’s Message  
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
I am excited to welcome you all back to our Louis St. Laurent community for the 2018-19 school 
year.  Every new school year brings with it the anticipation of new friendships, academic and 
personal growth, unimagined experiences that shape us…and we do all of this in a faith-centered 
educational environment. 
  
I am pleased to welcome a number of teachers and staff who are bringing their gifts and talents 
to us this year.  Please join me in welcoming teachers Mr. Luke Fischer, Ms. Alexa Ayala, Ms. 
Sheryl Garcia, Ms. Cathy Broek, Ms. Zofia Wojcik.  Also joining us is Mrs. Marianne Murray, who 
will serve in the business office, our new School Resource Officer, Constable Elias, and in Stu-
dent Services we welcome Ms. Karla Hett-Smith as Mental Health Therapist. 
  
We also wish to welcome our Grade 7 students, and any others new to LSL…we look forward to 
your enthusiastic involvement in our school. 
  
We are blessed in the amazing work our custodial team did over the summer to make our school 
gleam!  We can show our appreciation for their hard work by all contributing to keeping the 
school as clean and orderly as possible by our collective efforts at being stewards of our learning 
environment. 
  
As we begin our academic year, I encourage parents to remain integrally invested in their child’s 
educational journey.  You are the primary educators of your children, and the values you instill 
within them regarding commitment, discipline, honesty and inquisitiveness are all essential ele-
ments to success in school.  Please ensure you promote a commitment to attendance, home-
work, and achievement.   
  
PowerSchool is an essential tool in monitoring your child’s progress, but direct contact with their 
teachers is also welcomed.  As well, I encourage you to actively dialogue with your child regard-
ing their school life.  If any concerns arise, academically or otherwise, it is important that these be 
brought to the attention of the school in a timely manner so we can address them as positively as 
possible, for the well-being of your child and the school. 
  
Louis St. Laurent has a strong tradition of excellence in Fine Arts, Athletics and Academics…that 
exists because of the outstanding commitment and skill of our teacher leaders, but also due to 
the enthusiastic participation of our students.  A strong and vibrant school culture is the direct 
result of positive engagement and participation, so I take this opportunity to invite…to chal-
lenge…each of our students to find at least one activity among our vast array of opportunities in 
which to devote their energies.  Together, we will build an outstanding, positive, vibrant school 
community.   
 
Please read the entire newsletter each month for important news about our school and the com-
munity. 
  

Have a wonderful school year! 

 
Yours in quality Catholic education 
  
T. Wasylenko 
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Edmonton Catholic School District 
Parent Newsletters 
 
September 2018 

 
What I Learned Over the Summer: 

Martyrdom and Witnessing to the Beauty of Faith 
 
 After a relaxing and enjoyable summer, we return once again to the classroom, renewed and full of excitement as a new School 
Year begins. 

 When I was a student, our teacher would welcome us back, then invite each of us to share something special that happened dur-
ing summer vacation. 

 In keeping with this tradition, one of the highlights of my summer was a trip to Ukraine. I sit on an international advisory commit-
tee with Patriarch Sviatoslav, the Father and Head of the Ukrainian Catholic Church worldwide. Our small group of five bishops (we affec-
tionately call ourselves the “G5!) is a bit of a “think tank,” reflecting on the where the Holy Spirit is calling us to be as Church in the years to 
come. (Now my friends – if I may call them that – asked me “How in the world did I get on a think tank?” Of course, what I heard was, “Oh, 
how wonderful, Bishop David, that you’re part of this exciting and visioning process!” 

 Anyway, after two days of meetings, I took part in a pilgrimage to Stradch, near Lviv, western Ukraine. In 1951, Rev. Mykola Kon-
rad, the local pastor, was called to make a sick call to an elderly parishioner. Today, that would not be anything extraordinary. However, in 
1951, communism was in full strength and the Church was outlawed in the Soviet Union. Father Mykola, accompanied by the parish can-
tor, Volodymyr Pryjma, went in secret to administer the Sacraments of Holy Communion and Penance to a member of their flock. Perhaps 
it was a setup by the communists. When they arrived, they were killed on the spot, dying the death of a martyr for the faith. 

 Each year, this year included, the local parish in Stradch organizes a pilgrimage in honour of the Holy Martyrs Father Mykola 
Konrad and Cantor Volodymyr Pryjma. The pilgrimage Divine Liturgy was lead by Patriarch Sviatoslav, 12 bishops (including me), and 200 
priests. If that is not awesome in and of itself, some 30,000 children, youth, families, and elderly men and women joined in the celebration, 
many walking on foot the 15 kilometre trek from Lviv! To say it was inspiring sells it short; I was spellbound. The event instilled in me faith 
beyond words. 

 Martyrdom. Witness.  

 All of us may not be called to martyrdom like Father Konrad and Cantor Pryjma (thank God!)  However, the scriptural meaning of 
martyrdom (from the Greek marturia) means witness. Indeed, the entire mission of the Church, entrusted to us by Jesus, is to give witness 
to the love of God the Father in the world today. Jesus, after his resurrection from the dead and just before he ascends to heaven and to 
the Father, tells his disciples, “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 

 During this new School Year, may you and I be true witnesses of Jesus’s love and mercy to our classmates, teachers, parents, 
brothers and sisters, friends, neighbours, and strangers. 

 And, in so doing, let us recall the words attributed to Saint Francis, “Preach the Gospel at all times, if necessary, use words.” 

 Have a great School Year! 

 God bless! 

Bishop David 
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What’s happening in SEPTEMBER 2018 at LSL 

SEPT 3 Labour Day—No School 

SEPT 4 Grade 7 Orientation day 8:30–11:30am/ Grade10 Orientation day 8:30-12:00pm 

SEPT 5 First day for ALL Students 

SEPT 6  Opening Celebration—10:00am 

SEPT 7 Gr.7 Fun Day @ Laurier Park 

SEPT 11 U of A Presentation to Gr.12 Students 2-3:00pm in the LSL Gym 

SEPT 12 Last day for Senior High Course Changes 

SEPT 15/16 Junior High Volleyball Camp 

SEPT 19 BBQ @ 6:00pm/ Meet the Teacher @ 7:00pm/ School Council AGM 

SEPT 21 Last day for Senior High Students to Drop Courses 

SEPT 27 Terry Fox Run (Junior High) - No Baron Blocks 

SEPT 28 Grade 8 Band Trip to MacEwan University 

For the Baron’s Athletics Newsletter please visit https://www.ecsd.net/schools/8409/Athletics/
Pages/Baron%27s-Athletics.aspx 

School Calendar: 
Each year the Edmonton Catholic School District prints a yearly calendar which has school holidays and special event days marked.  
Calendars are available free of charge in the school office.  
 

Parent Newsletters: 
If you have not updated your email address on your child’s verification document, please contact the school office to provide your 
preferred email contact address. 
 
Monthly Parent Newsletters will be emailed on the first day of each month to parents who have provided the school with their email 
address and who have indicated their permission on the Student Verification Document for us to send emails to them.  Newsletters 
will also be posted on the louisstlaurent.ecsd.net website.  If you do not have access to the internet, have your child pick up a copy of 
the newsletter from the school office.  Please make sure to read these newsletters carefully as they contain important information 
you will want to be aware of.   
 

Medical Alert: 
If your child has medical issues that the school needs to be aware of, please fill in the form on pages 10 and 11 and hand it in to the 
school office.  This information needs to be updated every year, so if the information we have on file has changed from last year, or if 
you are new to the school, you will need to complete this year’s form. 
 

Dual Credit Program for Highschool Students— More information on page 9 

https://www.ecsd.net/schools/8409/Athletics/Pages/Baron%27s-Athletics.aspx
https://www.ecsd.net/schools/8409/Athletics/Pages/Baron%27s-Athletics.aspx
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LOUIS ST. LAURENT  - YEAR AT A GLANCE 
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Message from the Office: 
 

Office Hours: 
Our school office is open Monday to Friday from 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM excluding school holidays. Ms. Ruptash or Mrs. Morrison will be 
available during these hours to take your phone calls.  We also have an attendance line set up so you can report your child’s ab-
sence at any time of the day simply by dialling the school number and pressing “1” to get the attendance answering machine.  
 

Reporting Student Absences: 
Please take a moment in the morning to call the school office when your child will be absent or if they have to leave the school dur-
ing the day.  Junior High students are not to leave the school without checking out at the office, and they will not get permission from 
office staff to leave without prior confirmation from a parent.  For their safety, it is critical that the school is always aware of the 
whereabouts of the students in our care. 
 
Attendance records form part of a student’s permanent  record and accurate records must be kept by the school.  As the attendance 
line is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, parents can call to report an absence at any time.  We are unable to accommodate ret-
roactive absences, so an unverified absence cannot be changed to an excused absence after a 48 hour time frame. If a student is 
absent for an extended period of time due to illness, homework can be arranged so the student does not fall behind.   
 
In an effort to ensure student safety, random phone calls may be made to confirm absences that are left on the attendance line.  
Phone calls will be made every evening, through our automated phone system, for every unverified student absence. 
 
Phone calls to report a student absence should be made by a parent or legal guardian.  Siblings, other students, or the student 
themselves, should not be phoning in an absence.  If parents are away, a letter should be sent with their child to the school office 
indicating who is responsible for their child during their absence.  When phoning in a student absence, be sure to speak clearly and 
provide the name of the student and the reason for the absence. 
 
Guests in the Office: 
For safety reasons, all guests in the school must report to the office. We ask that Parents/Guardians picking up students check in at 
the office and office staff will call the student out of class. It is disruptive to the learning environment if parents/guardians go directly 
to classrooms.  
 
Student Verification Document: 
At the beginning of each school year, Alberta Education requires that parents verify the student information we have on file at the 
school and sign and date the sheet. If parents came for registration with their child(ren) on August 27th, August 28th or August 29th 
you received your child’s Student Verification form. Please check carefully to be sure all information is correct and remember to in-
clude an email address.  If you were not able to sign the Verification Sheets during our registration days, they will be sent home with 
your child and must be returned to the school before September 28th. 
 

Student Drop Off: 
For safety reasons, we ask that parents DO NOT USE the parking lot on the north side of the school as a drop off spot between the 
hours of 7:30 AM and 3:30 PM.  When parents drop their children off at the back doors of the school it creates an unsafe environ-
ment, especially at the busiest times which are just before and after school. 
 
Student Parking: 
Under no circumstances should students park their vehicles in the staff parking lot on the north side of the school until after 4:00 PM.  
This includes those times when students have to come to the school for early morning practices.  They also should never park in the 
visitor parking lot at the front of the school. 
 
Security of Personal Belongings: 
It is strongly recommended that any items of a valuable nature be left at home.  Any items brought to school are to be secured in the 
student’s locker and lock combinations must be kept private.  The school is not responsible for the safekeeping of personal belong-
ings, including bicycles, that are brought to school.  Bikes are to be placed in the bike racks at the front of the school and must be 
locked.  Bike racks are out of bounds except when students are locking their bikes when arriving at school or unlocking them when 
leaving school.  The bike racks will be included in the security monitoring system. 
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Business Office Info 

 

Bus Passes:  ETS bus passes are available for purchase through the school Business Office at a subsidized cost of $54.00 per month or 

$50.00 if you are on the Family Plan. If your child loses his/her bus pass, replacement bus passes cannot be subsidized and will cost 
$75.00.  Those students who live more than 2.4 km. from their designated school may qualify for reduced bus pass fees.  If you think you are 
eligible, please contact Transportation Services.  We DO NOT accept cheques for the purchase of bus passes.   Bus passes can be purchased 
online and picked up at the Business Office.  
 

School Fees:  Can be paid on-line on the Parent PowerSchool portal at https://powerschool.ecsd.net or at the Business Office anytime in 

September.  We DO NOT accept cheques. If you do not have your Parent PowerSchool setup, please contact Ms. Ruptash in the main office. 
 
Each student is issued an ID card and it is the students’ responsibility to safeguard their I.D. cards. Student I.D. cards are bar coded and if an 
I.D. card is lost or misplaced there will be a $5.00 charge to replace it.  Students must present their I.D. cards to receive textbooks and bus pass-
es and for all other transactions at the Business Office.  Students must present Photo ID for all high school final and diploma exams. 
  
Please note parents of Grade 10 students: Caution Fee of $90 is a one time refundable fee that all students are required to pay in Grade 
10.  This is a refundable fee, that is refunded to the parent once all textbooks have been returned after the student has graduated or leaves Lou-
is St. Laurent High School.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns regarding school fees, please contact our Business Manager, Ms. Fox or Marianne Murray, in the       
Business Office.  

Message from the Office continued… 
 

Student Dress Code: 
Students must dress in a manner that is conducive to learning and respecting our school values.  For our students, school is their 
“work” place and they are to dress accordingly.  Students are expected to dress in a responsible and appropriate manner using 
good judgment as to design and printed slogans.  In order for us to identify our students and out of respect, head gear is not permit-
ted in school.  This includes hats, hoods, and bandanas.  Examples of inappropriate clothing include clothing that reveals undergar-
ments or midriff, skirts or shorts that are too revealing, clothing with inappropriate logos or messages and anything that interferes 
with teaching or learning.  Students with inappropriate clothing will be asked to change, or have suitable clothing brought to them.  
Students must change into appropriate attire for Dance and Phys. Ed. classes. 
 

School Resource Officer: 
Louis St. Laurent School is fortunate to have Constable Joseph Elias as our School Resource Officer (SRO).  Cst. Elias is looking 
forward to working with the staff, students, and families of Louis St. Laurent.  Please feel free to contact him at any time with con-
cerns, questions, or issues you would like to bring forward regarding or involving Louis St. Laurent Catholic School and the sur-
rounding community. You may reach Cst. Elias by phone by calling the school office. 
 

Homeroom Assignments (Junior High): 
Junior High Homeroom classes have been assigned by school administration with the best interests of all students in mind.  We ask 
that you respect our decisions as to the class your child has been scheduled into and not make requests for class changes.  
 

Parent Access to School Information: 
There are many different ways in which parents can have access to school information.  These include: 

• Louis St. Laurent webpage @ www.louisstlaurent.ecsd.net.  Teacher emails are listed on our website, as well as upcoming 
events and school information. 

• PowerSchool (www.powerschool.ecsd.net) gives parents information about their child’s progress and attendance.  JH parents 

can access their child’s homework under Daily Bulletin. 

• Virtual Classrooms are set up so students can access homework, class notes, assignments, etc. when they are away from the 

school. 

• Monthly Parent Newsletters contain valuable information about upcoming dates and activities. 
 
Please be sure to access all the various tools put in place for you to keep informed about your child’s academic information.  

http://www.louisstlaurent.ecsd.net
http://www.powerschool.ecsd.net
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This year, Louis St. Laurent is very excited to be offering Duel Credit for the 
Administrative Professional Program. The Duel Credit Program is one 
where students will receive credits at both the high school, and college    
level. This partnership between Edmonton Catholic Schools and NorQuest 
College gives students the opportunity to have both theoretical, and hands 
on experience working in office situations. Students study technical   com-
puter skills, accounting, event planning, and office procedures that is con-
cluded with a one month practicum in July. These foundational skills open 
up immediate employment opportunities in Alberta, and can be further ap-
plied to a business degree in post-secondary colleges. Mr. Klopoushak is 
looking forward to this new program, and the success of each student.  
For more information, please see: https://www.ecsd.net/Programs/

Overview/FocusSchoolsandAlternatePrograms/Dual-Credit-Program/
Pages/Administration-Program.aspx 

https://www.ecsd.net/Programs/Overview/FocusSchoolsandAlternatePrograms/Dual-Credit-Program/Pages/Administration-Program.aspx
https://www.ecsd.net/Programs/Overview/FocusSchoolsandAlternatePrograms/Dual-Credit-Program/Pages/Administration-Program.aspx
https://www.ecsd.net/Programs/Overview/FocusSchoolsandAlternatePrograms/Dual-Credit-Program/Pages/Administration-Program.aspx
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N.B. 
For life-threatening reactions call 911 for Ambulance 

 
 
Revised June 2014 

      
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Photograph of Student 

    

Student Name Grade 

Teacher 

Medical Condition 

Symptoms of Reactions 

  

  

DO THIS IMMEDIATELY 
  

Staff who know how to help student 

  

Medical treatment 

Name of medication 

Dosage Method of administration 

Location of medication 

Administer within  minutes 

If no relief 

Possible side effects 

  

 AP 120.4  
MEDICAL ALERT 

 

(Post in a staff area for ALL staff.) 
  (Used as per Admin. Reg. 120.5, article 1 (k), 2, 6(e), (i), (l)) 

(The information on this form is to correspond with the Request for Administration  
of Medication/Medical Treatment Form)  
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I         hereby grant consent to (parent/guardian) 
 
 Edmonton Catholic Schools to post my child’s information as listed and described on the Medical Alert Form AP 120(4). 
 
 
 

          
Full name of student 

 
 
 

          
Signature of parent/guardian 

 
 
 

         
Date 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 2014 

 
The Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy (FOIP) Act sets controls and standards on how school jurisdictions collect, 
use, and disclose personal information in their custody or under their control. 
 
Because it is important to quickly identify the type of medical attention required by a student in need of medical treatment, we are 
requesting your permission to post your child’s information (name, picture, and medical information) as listed on the Medical Alert 
Form AP 120(4) in a staff area.  We understand that the student’s medical information is provided to Edmonton Catholic Schools for 
use in confidence and it will be protected and used in compliance with the FOIP Act. 

PERMISSION TO POST                                   AP 120(6) 

 

STUDENT MEDICAL INFORMATION 
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Sign up to Read during Mass, volunteer for confirmation, join a youth group  

– whatever you’re interested in, we want to have you help out!  

 

 

 

 

Confirmation 2018 will take place November 18th, 2018 

Our Confirmation program is for anyone who will be in Grade 7 – 12 in September 2018. Preparation classes will 

take place from September to November, with registrations in June 2018. Information about preparation classes 

and registrations will be sent out to all Catholic Schools in the area – please check your Catholic school in May for 

these documents. The information and documents will also be available on the St. Thomas More website at 

www.stmparish.com.  Please drop off all registrations at St. Thomas More during our drop in times on Saturday’s 

from 10 am – 12 pm, on June 2nd, 9th, 16th, and 23rd.  

Contact: Sara Dmitri – Youth Evangelization Coordinator at the Parish Office youth@stmparish.com or 780-434-

6313 ext. 223 

Reconciliation and First Holy Communion 

Over 250 students have just completed their 1st Reconciliation on April 25th, 2018.  In the months of May 

and June all of these students will be celebrating their 1st Holy Communion, please pray for them.  

Contact: Kathleen Eistetter at the Parish Office 780-434-6313 ext. 237 

Baptism:  for children up to 7 years old 

Are you interested in Baptizing your child in the Catholic Faith! Now’s a great time!  

Contact: Diane Middleton - Sacrament Assistant at the Parish Office - 780-434-6313 ext. 233 

Want to become Catholic? 

Are you interested in joining God’s family through the Sacra-

ment of Baptism?  Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults and Rite 

of Christian Initiation for Children begin with getting more infor-

mation! Classes start  

http://www.stmparish.com
mailto:youth@stmparish.com


Page 15  

 



Page 16  

 



Page 17  

 



Page 18  

 



Page 19  

 



Page 20  

 



Page 21  

 


